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December 2010 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 

 

I am happy to present to you the Annual Giving Report 2009-2010 which records the 

names and depth of generosity of our many benefactors who have supported the 

unparalleled educational opportunity known as St. Michaelôs Prep.  As a snapshot both 

represents a single moment and the entirety of the person photographed, This report 

represents all the learning, praying, working, and friendship which come together in the 

school as the students experience it.   

 

The photographic focus of this report is one senior, Edward Lim, and his Eagle Scout 

project.  Earlier this year Edward came and asked me about doing a project on campus to 

earn his Eagle Scout rank.  What started out as a modest proposal for some trouble spots 

on the abbey grounds developed into a total landscape renovation of more than 22,000 

square feet. Edward was the catalyst which brought together the goodwill, labor, and 

resources of:   

Á Boy Scout Troop 145 and its troop leader, Wilson Ing; 

Á Village Nurseries which grew the plants and its executive, John Barrett; 

Á Orange County philanthropists, Jim and Nancy Baldwin, who donated the plants; 

Á Virginia-based landscape architect, Theresa Mullins;  

Á Fr. Gregory, plant manager of St. Michaelôs Abbey and Preparatory School; and 

Á Edwardôs parents, Joo-Bin and Regina Lim, who did the fund-raising for the 

project.  

 

Edward passed his Eagle board of review and was formally awarded the rank of Eagle 

Scout in mid November.   

 

In reading this report and enjoying the photographs, I hope that you will be able to gain 

not only a better understanding of what the school gives each young man who lives and 

learns on this hilltop, but also a deeper satisfaction that you have provided a portion of 

this gift by your own support.   

 

With deep gratitude, I remain  

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

The Reverend Gabriel D. Stack, O.Praem., Ed.D. 

Headmaster 
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Advantages of a Boarding School for a Wholesome Teen 
Victor Szczurek, O.Praem. 

 

Many of societyôs current problems can be traced back ultimately to a great immaturity and lack 

of responsibility among individuals.  Things like divorce, drug abuse, crime, and dropping out of 

high school are oftentimesðthough not alwaysðdue to a personôs inability or unwillingness to 

face adulthood.  Even the recent economic crisis affecting our country is yet another example of 

a lack of responsibilityðleaving to others who come after us to clean up our financial mess.  The 

problem of immaturity and lack of responsibility needs to be tackled at an early age, before one 

reaches adulthood.  The time to start fostering responsibility and maturity is during those 

difficultðbut potentially fruitfulðteenage years. 

 

In order to help teens mature they need to be formed in good values and beliefs; they also need to 

be trained in virtue.  In addition to this latter, however, they need to be given a chance to exercise 

such virtue.  For this to happen, parents cannot continue to treat their teenagers as little boys and 

girls, but need to allow them to spread their wings, as it were, and to begin slowly but surely to 

live their own lives.  This does not mean that parents should allow their teenage children to do 

whatever they want; but it does mean that they need to give them opportunities to grow in 

maturity and responsibility, otherwise ñthey will remain immature and irresponsible, because all 

of the decisions [will] have always been made for themò (Gregston, n.d.). 

 

Teen years are difficult, as everyone who has lived through them knows.  It has been noted that 

ñthe key issue for adolescents is searching for an identity to call their ownò (Popcak, 2000).  

They have a natural desire to become their own person, but oftentimes are misguided or simply 

donôt have the opportunity.  As Gregston commented, parents sometimes need to ñlet go of the 

rope, just a littleò; they need to ñallow their teen some healthy freedoms, and open the doors of 

their heart and mind to trusting God a little more, and a self-made, isolated existence a little lessò 

(2009). 

 

A good Christian boarding high school can offer parents just what they and their child need:  a 

solid Christian environment, one which will challenge and teach their teen to stand on his or her 

own two feet and prepare themselves for the rest of their life. 
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